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Nig ;
eria h
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1in a state of internal armed conflict since 2013. Since
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reak o
f the Boko-Haram led armed conflict, the number of

”ep
Orted
cases o : . .
f sexual violence against women and girls has been on
rable non-participant

€rise. :
ictimg O?Tfhzbduc”?” of these categories of vulne
"eual violenc C_O”ﬂICt h-,as also become common-place. The crime of
Of interng]] 23 is committed not only in host communities but in camps
Victimg 4, ey isplaced persons (IDPs) and Jetention centers, where the
Althoygy, {heme'a"t to be protected by law enforcement authorities.
. ereof and soa’ med CO’TJ"I{CI s not over, there is a gradual abatement
etu”hing backme of ‘the victims .that had been displaced are gradually
/Post-confl to thez.r.homes while others remain in IDP camps. As part
Victimg |, . ict transitional justice mechanisms, it is significant that the
Wjurigg ;’fe dreadful acts of sexual violence are identified and their
h.terﬂatioe, Ilessed n a system of reparatf'ons. Nigeria is a party to many
olenc, a;‘; | treaties that protec.'t the rzghts. of persons against ;exugl
terefore. in some cases, !Jrol./tde Jor the right to reparations. Nigerid,
ese tre’ tas the legal obligation to l;.nplement the rights stzpulate.d in
thay , aties. There are other domestic legal frameworks and policies
" Support the right of reparations 10 victims of armed conflict an
for the implementation
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0 ling these is poised at creating awareness
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hese rights.
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Introduction

November 2013 the International Criming] Court made an official
1

In

declaration that the Nj gerian State was in 3 Situation of a Civil War.? This
State of affairs wag t}e result of the escalation of a series of skirmishes
that began in 2009 between Nigerian law enforcement agencies and 2
ETOUp of insurgents tha 1dentified themselves as Jyg ‘atul ahlul Sunndl
lid'daawat; vg) Jihad, but which later became popularly known as Boko
i—Iaram.4 The situatiop cventually gradyated to an armed conflict
nvolving memperg of the Nigerian Armed Forces, and it has been raging
for years, Although it has abateg in intensity, it is still ongoing; having
he

Since the outbreak of the conflict, the Number of reported cases of seX”a]

:ﬁzlﬁnce h;s}been on t]in rise, and the conflict hag dramatically chang€ |

L ves 0 tious‘ands of womep, and girls.® Theye is no doubt that sex¥

C(l)tl)l ;?;e 1; a crime Committed o at peacetime and during arme

increasés t}?,: armed- conflict heightens vulnerability and, therefor®
Mumber of cageg. The Uniteq Nationg reported that 202
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i i ildren raped to death.’
Nigeria recorded 11,200 rape cases, including 'Chl. i
Se:ual Violence is a crime which takelsc man;y j;fil\i]:;}ﬁ?jo)egc;p chatee
by different kinds of actors. T]ie orm o ‘Sexual gy
Northeastern Nigeria’s conflict include 1an , S E e
abduetimfs force%i marriages, and forced abmtioncs(.)mmon_p1ace =]
Persong 1airoely women and girls, has become e
conﬂict, Bycz()ls at least 2,000 people mostly wcl))mr e
abducten durine the conflict’ and a large IluiillB emo el D
abducted from Ehibok, Bama, and Konduga of Bo

marri
have been subjected to repeated foiced e
f be staio.* Women b refuse these marriages are either subj
0

h.!' Other women and girls
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ted
0 different men. Women wh or even deat
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are subjected to s
e Ofﬂ]esiaf\;ery, where they are repeatedly raped by men or sold
as a terror tactic to s Ofse.xual violence have been used by insurgents
prevent girls from going to school.!? For instance, @
. b

in IDP camps
ps mm G
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Fonﬂlct of which 54% are female.'® The conditions of displacement either
In Can“lps, informal settlements or host communities often exposes women
:nd g]17rls to sexual violence such as rape and sexual exploitation (survival
d§X). Sometimes perpetrators are able to commit these crimes because
d?splaced camps are situated in remote areas and especially when
thlzia-ced women or girls g.o out 1:11 small numbers to fetch water where

s hardly anyone to witness it.'* Women and girls are also sexually
“Xploited in camps where they are forced to become wives or girlfriends

of . s .
fSO]dJCTS, Civilian Joint Task Force (CJTF) and camp managers. '°
e Usa . e ould be demred tood or , v
l'to comply often meant fhat ey o o o {-J/f)zim E
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1 e

: as
. : mestic law,
lolence to receive reparations under international aln;i dOtO ko these
vi : i aw
.. ternationa
tions of States under in . ist and goes
well as the obliga ion that these rights exist an
: ceeds on the assumption he extant
reparatlons- It pro k as well as t .
. of the framewor ) licy-
to examine the scope _ er is poll
forttptutional mechanisms to implement this process. The pap
insti

ivil Society
iented and directed to the Nigerian government, NGOs, Civi
rl .
:nd all those who identify as Stakeholders.

Clarification of Key Concepts

i. Non-International Armed Conflict
Non-internationa] armed conflict
which one or INOre non-state g
Depending on the situation, ho

icts i
s are armed conﬂlC:Sed'
rmed groups are invo Veen
stilities may occur betw

.. gtion
as such, the conflict in quzrties
d of intensity activated by P

and combat Capabilities,
ii. Conﬂict—Relate

d Sexuaj Violence
The term “con

ﬂict-related sex

' ICRC, ‘Non -int,

L
9 18
. . ar: o,
mational Armegq Conflict’ Hoy does Law protect in \Z-conﬂlct
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accessed 09/02/2024, Also see icle |, Protoco] 1 (1977)Additional to the
Convemions of August 1949
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Frofile of S“"Viv"’ y i ommitted on both males and
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females. HOWCY er’s‘z r;:ult of the northeast armed C?:rﬂle(;);
victims may exli[t: d on women and girls have i;i?in Ié; ok
only acts comm rted. Tn 2019, UNHCR reportedBAY tates,
and publicly repo'olence among IDPs across thtze4 Boys were
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8% were Womemexual violence in detenthn Cenbelow he
made vietims of fi with older cell mates. Children below he
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described as persons who use drugs and are aggressive
towards their victims and so-called wives.2® Both factions of
the Boko Haram group known as the ISWAP and JAS have
engaged in sexual violence towards women and girls. The
ISWAP faction are believed to be the perpetrators of the 201_7
abduction of the over two hundred school girls in Dapchl
Yobe state.”” The JAS faction were also responsible for the
2014 abduction of nearly 300 Chibok school girls.?®

State actors have continuously faced allegations of sexual
violence, which includes  forced prostituti011/56341/“"‘1
exploitation or survival sex Perpetrated by camp managers- In
early 2022 an giq worker, working for and international
humanitariap Organisation INTERSOS was accused of rapiné
ateenage girl who subsequently killed herself.29 Women Who
fled from Boko Haram captivity are being persewted by
soldiers and CJTF Sometimes a5 punishment for being 5
called wives of Boko Haram® They gre repeatedly bein?

2 Hauws Shafii N -
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raped, beaten and forced into false marriages and
relationships.®" A report in 2016 by NOIPolls, showed rhalr
i . o - " ua
‘ 3 to be responsible for sex
r 66% of the persons said
A ' officials.3?
violence in camps were camp ,

i, Reparation

ve ATEF it may take many forms and
The term reparation is difficult to define as i -
Is depend lt its usage 331t has been literally defined as the redress of
ndent on .

e 134 : 1
N inj ds for a wrong inflicted.” It is also commony
e e ]y monetary compensation whereas in fact it
on

M i ; n _ ] ;
e o R sensation, but it encompasses more than just
comj )

May include monetary
. 35
lllonetary C tion.”
ompensa ‘
R he process and result of remedying the damage or
Pparation refers to the p

‘eparation is generally
A cayged by an unlawful act. The purpose Of_l fp I i .
ause ol tife
Undergtq dt yrces‘[ablish the situation thatdexwoino e
0c B 1 rve as a measure to end ongoing
Curred. It can also ser e

, - recon

Cler future ones, as d velhigle 101 1e’[ies

o arties,

Ctween the violator and 11UUICd] prical n
"Chabilitate physical and psycholog

ciliation or to restore relations
as well as a basis to repair or
o 36 s
teerity and dignity.”® Victims
o

c.conv.../world-africa accessed

e —— /fwww.bb
Troops of Rape-BBC News. Eiipsy W W Do =se e s

, 21101013

Ibld )
3 » o Michael Tonry (ed.) Oxford
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33 D R saration and Restor ) Oxfofd University Press
ifoni, G., ‘Repare . or
Haalzr} £ &Sfoni G{] Criminal Justice (New Y RGeS =
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I i -eparation
of human rights and humanitarian law abuses have a right to rep

.38
i itution.>’ sation,
and reparation measures include restitution,”’ compen
- . . 40
rehabilitation® and satisfaction.

- their
Under international law, reparations are made by States fm_a;lzls
internationally wrongful acts, to other States.*' The concept of repal'tarian
for victims of violations of human rights or of international humal?l "
law is relatively new in international law. It is part of the right to a rent

s 0
: . _ - iolations
as recognized under international law for victims of serious vio
. . . o 42
international humanitarian law and human rights law.

. . nd the
International Legal Instruments for the Right to Reparation 2
Institutional Frameworks for Implementation.

f
L : ! _ ohts 0
Nigeria is a party to many international treaties that protect the 118

Persons against sexual violence and
to reparations, Nigeria, there
the rights stipulated in these

jgh
. . -+ the 116
in some cases, provide for th

1
— : lem¢
fore, has the legal obligation to imp
treaties. 3

U olatl

37 : P V]Ola
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occurred, e.g. restoration of liberty, reinstatement of employment, return of P

) -Ces. .
, legal and social Serwcarc e
. . - . i i S '
. ssation of continuing violations, truth-seeking ublt®
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y bring a complaint against a State
aty rights to the body of experts monitorlng
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at survivors may submit information to 'the
W their rights under the treaties are beins
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Academia should partner and produce a single document on the
strategic work plan on the award of reparations to victims. of
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languages. Civilians have obligations to obey the restrictions
contained in these laws and they have a right to know all these.
Under international law they have a right to compensation and

redress and they need to be empowered with adequate knowledg®
of this.
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